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strongest and which will be in a position to promise her
the greatest gains."231
Vienna had been viewing with increasing fears and sus-
picions the signs of growing intimacy between Bucharest
and St. Petersburg, as well as the formation of a Serb-
Greek-Rumanian combination, which originated primarily
in common hatred of Bulgaria but which might easily be
directed against the Dual Monarchy. How was Austria to
deal with this danger that Rumania would gravitate to the
side of the Triple Entente?
Baron Conrad/while willing to agree with any meas-
ures which aimed at winning back Rumania, or making her
declare her position more definitely, either for or against
Austria, had his staff work out plans for a campaign against
Rumania. He advised the building of defensive fortifica-
tions on the Rumanian frontier, or better still, a preventive
war against Serbia, which would rid Austria once and for
all of the Greater Serbia danger and clarify the general
political situation.232 But his advice was not followed,
because Emperor Francis Joseph, Archduke Franz Ferdi-
nand, Count Tisza, and the German Emperor were all op-
posed to any steps which might further antagonize
Rumania.233
Count Berchtold, like other weak and undecided persons,
preferred to wait and see; he hoped Rumania could be won
ssiSazonov's report to the Tsar, June 11/24, 1914; Adamov, pp. 356-
363; L.N., II, 377-384. Sazonov also pointed out to the Tsar how he had
successfully flattered Rumania and increased her prestige among the
other Balkan States by associating her with the Great Powers in the
discussion for keeping the Straits open to commerce during the Tripolitan
War, Similarly on July 24, 1914, upon the news of the Austrian ultimatum
*o Serbia, M, Diamandi, the Rumanian Minister in St. Petersburg, was
invited to the important luncheon with M. Sazonov, M. Paleologue and
Sir George Buchanan. Such flattery often counts for much in diplomacy,
as elsewhere. M. Diamandi has related his version of the Constant
meeting in Revue des Deux Mondes, Jan. 1, 1928, pp. 129-143*
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